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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 10873 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO, AWACS, MILI, GW 

SUBJECT: RECENT GERMAN COMMENTS ON AWACS 

1 . GENERAL JUERGEN BRANDT, CHIEF OF THE POLITICAL/ 

MILITARY OFFICE IN THE GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTRY.HAS TOLD 
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US THAT THE FRG COMMITMENT TO AWACS AT THE MARCH 25 
MEETING REMAINS BINDING AND THAT THE FRG WILL ABIDE BY 
IT. HE ALSO SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS THAT LEBER HAS TO KEEP IN MIND: 

-THE GERMAN MILITARY, WHO REMAIN ALMOST TOTALLY 
OPPOSED TO AWACS BECAUSE IT WILL TAKE MONEY FROM THEIR 
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PROGRAMS. THIS, BRANDT OBSERVED, LEBER WOULD BE ABLE 
TO HANDLE. 

-THE GERMAN BUNDESTAG, WHERE THE OPPOSITION HAS 
ASKED FOR VERY PRECISE COSTING AND WHERE A NUMBER OF 
BUNDESTAG MEMBERS WHO FEEL THAT THEY HAVE NOT ALWAYS 
BEEN ACCURATELY INFORMED OF FOLLOW-ON COSTS ARE RAISING 
A LOT OF QUESTIONS. THIS, BRANDT SAID, CAN ONLY BE 
TAKEN CARE OF BY PROVIDING ACCURATE AND 
DETAILED ESTIMATES. 

-THE NATO DISCUSSIONS, WHICH ARE CONTINUING 
THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER. HERE, BRANDT OBSERVED, IT WOULD 
BE ESSENTIAL TO FORMULATE A PRECISE MILITARY REQUIREMENT 
THAT THE DEFENSE MINISTRY CAN PUT BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT 
AND BEFORE THE BUNDESTAG. MOREOVER, BRANDT OBSERVED, 

IT WOULD ALSO BE ESSENTIAL TO HAVE THE MOST DETAILED 
POSSIBLE PICTURE OF FOLLOW-ON COSTS AND OPERATING 
EXPENSES. HE ADDED RATHER CAUSTICALLY THAT TO DATE 
LITTLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. 

2. BRANDT SAID THAT A LOT OF STAFF PAPERS WERE BEING 
STUDIED IN THE GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTRY. HE NOTED THAT 
MOST OF THEM WERE BASED ON AN ESTIMATE OF 18 AW ACS 
AIRCRAFT, WHICH HE THOUGHT WOULD BE THE FINAL NATO 
REQUIREMENT. HE ADDED THAT THOSE STAFF PAPERS GENERALLY 
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ASSUMED THAT NATO WOULD NOT BEAR THE COSTS OF MAKING 
THE AWACS COMPATIBLE WITH THE NIMROD AND THAT IT WAS 
ALSO GENERALLY ASSUMED IN THE FRG THAT THE ALLIANCE 
WOULD NOT AGREE TO BASE AWACS IN ENGLAND AFTER THE UK 
DECISION TO GO FOR NIMROD. CERTAINLY, HE SAID, THE FRG 
WOULD FAVOR BASING ON THE CONTINENT. 

3. BRANDT SAID HE WOULD HOPE THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE, 
ONCE THE COST FIGURES WERE OBTAINED. TO RESUME 
DISCUSSIONS ON DIVISION OF COSTS AMONG PARTICIPATING 
NATIONS. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE FRG WOULD BE FLEXIBLE 
IN THOSE NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. AS FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF AN AWACS DEMONSTRATION 

IN GERMANY, BRANDT SAID THAT MINISTER LEBER HAD MADE NO 
DECISION BUT THAT IT SEEMED TO HIM (BRANDT) THAT 
SEPTEMBER MIGHT BE A REASONABLE DATE. HE CAUTIONED, 
HOWEVER, AGAINST ATTEMPTING TO PIN SUCH A DATE DOWN RIGHT 
NOW. 

5. IN A FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION, MINISTER LEBER'S 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT, BLOCH, HAS TOLD US THAT THE LATEST 
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PAPERS BEING STAFFED FOR LEBER ON AN AW ACS DEMONSTRATION 
HERE OFFER BOTH SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER DATES AS POSSIBLE 
OPTIONS FOR A DEMONSTRATION. BLOCH BELIEVES IT IS MORE 
LIKELY THAT THE GERMANS WILL ASK FOR THE DEMONSTRATION 
IN OCTOBER BECAUSE THE CHANCELLOR'S SCHEDULE IN SEPTEMBER 
IS ALREADY VERY HEAVY. 

STOESSEL 
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